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	 The	qualities	 of	Hebel’s	 book	 stand	 in	 higher	 relief	 through	 comparison	with	 a	
popular	text	currently	in	use	in	universities	in	Europe	and	beyond,	American Civiliza-
tion,	the	5th	edition	(only	the	4th,	2005,	was	available	to	me)	issued	in	2009.	Because	


















































anthologies	as	Edward	Ayers,	et	al.’s	All over the Map: Rethinking American Regions	
(Baltimore,	1995)	and	Andrew	Cayton	and	Susan	Gray’s	The Identity of the American 































































essays	that	follow	cover	a	range	of	texts	from	Raynal’s	Histoire des deux Indes	to	G.K.	



















	 Americanists	 in	many	fields	may	value	 these	essays	most	 for	what	 they	have	 to	
teach	us	about	Alexis	de	Tocqueville.	Christine	Dunn	Henderson	frames	and	explores	
Tocqueville’s	relative	silence	on	American	slavery	through	a	discussion	of	Gustave	de	
































Georges	 that	 unlike	Dumas’	 contemporary	 readers,	 “modern”	 readers	would	 require	
footnotes	 to	 explain	 certain	 19th	 century	 allusions.	Time,	 subjectivity,	 irony,	 society,	








































infusions	 of	 heterodoxy.	Once	diminished,	modernity	 then	 takes	 over,	 homogenizing	
modernism	into	a	normative	plot	of	assimilation	and	disillusion.	
	 Readers	may	recognize	a	 refurbished	version	of	 the	dynamic	between	“descent”	













	 Originally	 printed	 as	 “Prose	Writing	 1910-1950”	 in	The Cambridge History of 
American Literature,	 (2002)	Ethnic Modernism	has	now	been	 reprinted	as	a	separate	
monograph.	As	such	it	joins	Robert	Ferguson’s	The American Enlightenment: 1750-1820 



























through	 that	 history,	 providing	 a	 richness	 and	depth	 to	 their	 analysis	 and	discussion.	
The	authors	pay	close	and	particular	attention	to	historical	and	social	context,	thereby	
foregrounding	the	cultural	history	of	immigration	as	read	though	media	texts.	




































course,”	Caminero-Santangelo	maintains:	“those	named	by	 the	category	must	 [	 .	 .	 .	 ]	









under	the	umbrella	term	in	the	name	of	solidarity	as long as differences	are	recognized.
	 Building	on	Karen	Christian’s	analysis	of	the	construction	of	latinidad,	Caminero-


































triumph	of	republics.	 Ironically,	 it	also	created	 the	“fundamental	conundrum”	of	“the	

























	 Through	exhaustive	research,	historian	Michael	S.	Sherry’s	Gay Artists in Modern 










stigmatized	 gay-identifications,	 thereby	 effeminizing	 the	 self-image	of	 a	masculinist	
Cold	War	nation-state.	Sherry	convincingly	supports	this	paradoxical	thesis	through	close	
readings	of	Richard	Nixon’s	transcripts,	plays	such	as	Suddenly, Last Summer,	Cat on 










































































	 Steve	Fraser,	the	author	of	the	Every Man A Speculator,	the	best	long	cultural	his-






















































































































artists	 including	Albert	Bierstadt	 and	Thomas	Moran	are	 credited	with	helping	 spark	
interests	 in	creating	America’s	national	parks),	 the	evolution	of	museums	and	collec-
tors	devoted	to	American	art,	and	the	history	and	practice	of	American	art	criticism	and	
scholarship	from	William	Dunlap’s	History of the Rise and Progress of the Arts of Design 




































































	 It	has	been	twenty	years	since	Jeffrey	Sammons	wrote	Beyond The Ring: The Role 




































































in	Michael	Crichton’s	Andromeda Strain (1969)	and	Richard	Preston’s	Hot Zone (1994).	





















































in	 creating	 citizens	 content	with	 the	 postwar	 order.	 “Automobility	 performed	 crucial	
ideological	work	at	this	time,”	writes	Seiler,	and	the	interstates	“literally	made	concrete	
















drive,	 accepting	 this	 delimited	 sphere	 of	 “freedom”	without	 challenging	 the	 liberal-
capitalist	hegemony.


















novel	The Shepard of the Hills—a	testament	to	homespun	morality	and	the	Edenic	quality	
of	the	Ozarks—Ketchell	describes	the	residents’	local	pride,	anti-institutional	religiosity,	




Protestantism	as	a	 response	 to	 liberal	modernism	by	 the	second	half	of	 the	 twentieth	













































































































































































that	previously	covered	much	of	the	ground	including	my	own	Black Resistance/ White 
Law (1971,	1994)	Sandra	Van	Burkleo’s	“Belonging to the World” Women’s Rights and 
American Constitutional Culture”	(2001)	and	Joan	Hoff’s,	Law, Gender and Injustice: 



















	 Unlike	Derrick	Bell	 and	Mary	Dudziak,	Tsesis	 believes	 that	 change	 comes,	 not	
because	of	interest	convergence,	but	as	a	result	of	the	actions	of	many	committed	people	

















































































































































	 As	original	as	it	is	refreshing	and	engaging,	Listen Again and,	by	implication,	the	
work	of	the	EMP	Pop	Conference,	represents	an	important	contribution	to	the	serious	

















	 The	opening	 chapter	 (1-38)	 on	 the	 “third	world”	 of	 the	 Internet	 repositions	 the	

































which	 tries	 to	 recover	 the	 idea	 of	wilderness	 prior	 to	 human	 intervention;	Dinosaur	
National	Monument	as	a	prehistoric	ecology;	Robert	Misrach’s	Bravo 20: The Bombing 





































































	 Even	more	troubling	is	Abrams’s	 interpretation	of	Douglass	by	way	of	 the	1845	

































































	 This	book	usefully	portrays	the	increase	in	presidential	power.	Still,	 it	 is	hard	to	
see	that	all	assertions	of	presidential	power	have	been	anti-democratic.	Many	New	Deal	































































































































































emotionalism,	 itinerancy,	 unrestrained	 clerical	 rhetoric,	 and	 eventual	 congregational	






































mind	on	 the	 lesser	 buildings	 constructed	during	 the	 rise	of	English	 settlement	 in	 the	




















































































































































































	 Even	before	I	reached	the	stunning	conclusion	to	Nicholas	L.	Syrett’s	The Company 





















	 Syrett	begins	 in	 the	early	antebellum	period,	with	 the	establishment,	 in	1825,	of	
a	secret	society	at	Union	College	in	upstate	New	York.	He	suggest	that,	in	this	period,	













































































































































to	typhus.	Mary	Clarke	met	Carson	when	Carson	hired	her	to	ghostwrite	The History of 
the Celebrated Mrs. Ann Carson (1822).	As	Branson	tells	it,	the	History weaves	together	
the	titillating	details	of	Carson’s	romantic	affairs,	argues	for	female	empowerment,	and	
strives	to	justify	Carson’s	middle-class	position,	despite	her	many	ostensible	violations	
of	that	class’s	norms.	Clarke	also	wrote,	years	after	Carson’s	death,	The Memoirs of the 











roles,	 they	 seemed	 almost	 inevitably	 to	 descend	 into	 a	 rather	 shadowy	moral	world.	
(Even	Clarke	spent	time	in	jail—running	her	magazine	from	debtor’s	prison,	a	fact	she	

















































Brown’s	1850	Original Panoramic Views of Slavery.	Brown’s	technical	production	shifts	
























industry	 since	 the	 1960s.	Historians,	 social	 scientists,	 social	 and	 literary	 critics,	 and	
others	have	engaged	in	debates	over	the	character	of	the	specialty,	the	institutions	with	
which	it	has	been	associated,	and	the	nature	of	mental	illnesses.	On	the	one	side	are	those	




















































































































	 Dana	Luciano’s	Arranging Grief: Sacred Time and the Body in Nineteenth-Century 
America	joins	books	such	as	Russ	Castronovo’s	Necro—citizenship: Death,	Eroticism, 
and the Public Sphere in the Nineteenth Century United States	and	Mary	Louise	Kete’s	






















































































































































































mainstream	values	and	elite	musical	tastes.	In	his	book,	The Guitar in America,	Jeffrey	













































































































































































introductory	 chapter,	 “Ghostly	Developments,”	 is	 a	wide-ranging	 exploration	 of	 the	












































Pieces and Aspects of the War	(1866);	James’s	Bostonians (1886);	Tales of Soldiers and 














(the	latter	two	barely	mentioned	in	Daniel	Aaron’s	The Unwritten War: American Writ-












and Aspects of the War	“reveals	an	understanding	that	the	memory	of	the	war	will	likely	
be	as	distorted	and	misdirected	as	the	proximate	politics	of	the	conflict	themselves”	(92).











	 This	book	is	a	welcome	sequel	to	the	author’s	Abraham Lincoln and the Forge of 
National Memory	(2000),	which	provided	thorough	coverage	of	the	period	from	1865	
until	1915.	This	one	devotes	exhaustively	researched	chapters	to	the	1920s	and	Great	














of Rivals (and	other	works) have	done	much	to	restore	admiration	for	Lincoln’s	savvy	as	
a	politician	and	wisdom	as	a	statesman.
	 Be	that	as	it	may,	readers	should	forgive	the	opening	thesis	statement	because	the	



























	 The	aim	of	Susan	L.	Mizruchi’s	ambitiously	wide-ranging	book,	The Rise of Multi-
cultural America: Economy and Print Culture, 1865-1915,	can	be	glimpsed	through	the	
theoretical	lens	of	Maurice	Charland’s	classic	essay,	“Constitutive	Rhetoric:	The	Case	
of	the	Peuple Québécois,”	[Quarterly Journal of Speech	73	(1987):	133-50].	Charland	
examined	how	 then-contemporary	 rhetoric	 constituted	 a	 collective	 subjectivity—as	 a	














































































	 In	Strange Duets: Impresarios and Actresses in the American Theatre, 1865-1914,	
Kim	Marra	invites	readers	into	the	tumultuous	world	of	late-nineteenth	and	early-twentieth-



















and	 rehearsal”	 (xviii).	The	study	concludes	with	an	Epilogue	which	 reads	 the	 legacy	
of	such	actress-impresario	dealings	through	the	late	twentieth	century	musical	hit	The 






































































Meier’s	Negro Thought in America, 1880-1915	(1963)	and	Louis	Harlan’s	two-part	bi-
ography,	Booker T. Washington: The Making of a Black Leader, 1856-1901	(1972)	and	
Booker T. Washington: The Wizard of Tuskegee, 1901-1915	(1983),	all	of	which	present	
a	comprehensive	vision	of	Washington	as	a	race	leader.
























































































Yourself”: Home Sewing, Gender, and Culture, 1890-1930,	is	a	study	of	the	changing	
social	and	cultural	practices,	and	multiple	meanings,	surrounding	home	sewing.	
	 Gordon’s	study	illuminates	how	an	apparently	private	activity	was	deeply	enmeshed	





















































































































	 Nonetheless,	Henry James and the Visual	is	well	worth	reading	for	anyone	interested	

















































































take	pictures	he	was	 interested	 in	 and	 sometimes	giving	 them	credit,	 sometimes	not.	
Learning	the	techniques,	he	eventually	would	take	a	good	many	photographs	himself,	
but	he	largely	abandoned	photography,	except	for	sporadic	later	uses	of	the	camera,	after	
his	major	works	came	out—How the Other Half Lives	(1890)	and	the	more	optimistic	




































































	 Jeffrey	Geiger’s	Facing the Pacific: Polynesia and the U.S. Imperial Imagination 
faces	 a	 range	of	postcolonial	 risks	 as	 theorized	by	Rod	Edmond	 in	Representing the 





































































































































































































































of	 logics	developed	 from	 two	mutually	supporting	but	distinctly	different	 spatial	and	
temporal	practices”	(307).





















	 Thurtle’s	 use	 of	 other	 literary	figures—Theodore	Dreiser	 and	 Jack	London,	 in	








































































































































































	 All-Star & Movie Star	is	highly	suggestive.	It	demonstrates	that	sports	films	are	rich	
documents,	that	they	offer	much	for	scholars	of	film,	television,	cultural	studies,	sport,	
and	history.	It	also	signals	a	need	for	more	systematic	studies,	such	as	Dan	Streible’s	









































































































































































































































followed	publication	of	Eugene	V.	Rostow’s	A National Policy for the Oil Industry	(1948),	











































































































































































	 Automotive	propaganda	now	presented	motoring	as	 an	 individual	 liberty,	not	 to	
be	suppressed	in	the	name	of	efficiency.	It	blamed	“reckless	pedestrians”	for	their	own	












































































to	fruition,	is	the	subject	of	Jayna	Brown’s	Babylon Girls: Black Women Performers and 














































































































black	woman	was	 always	 already	oversexed,	Helga	 can	find	no	way	of	 successfully	
fashioning	herself	as	a	new	woman”	(106).	Rottenberg’s	 lack	of	historical	grounding	
keeps	her	from	seeing	that	Yezierska’s	characters	do	not	simply	identify	as	white,	and	

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Petunia	in	a	Broadway	musical	production	eventually	titled	Cabin in the Sky.	She	wrote	in	






























and	unconsciously	depicted	about	black	 life.	She	also	brings	 to	 the	reader’s	attention	
neglected	historical	sources,	black	film	critics	who	wrote	for	black-owned	newspapers	
such	as	Pittsburgh Courier, Norfolk Journal and Guide, and	the	Chicago Defender.	And	
















































books,	and	 the	conservative	 ideologies	of	Lane	and	Wilder	as	manifest	 through	 their	
works.	This	book	should	be	read	by	any	interested	in	a	snapshot	of	the	major	issues	ad-
dressed	in	Wilder	scholarship.
	 Fellman	more	directly	addresses	conservative	ideologies	in	her	book,	Little House 


















































































































idea	of	a	broadly	accepted	set	of	values	 seems	 inapposite	 to	a	discipline	 that	defines	
































































Art and National Culture,	Cambridge	UP,1995),	attempted	to	mobilise	 then	emergent	
















 Jackie Ormes: the First African American Woman Cartoonist is	a	fascinating	story	
about	a	trailblazing,	multi-talented	artist.	Author	Nancy	Goldstein	first	encountered	Jackie	
Ormes’s	remarkable	story	while	researching	the	Patty-Jo	Doll	inspired	by	the	cartoonist’s	
popular	cartoon	series,	Patty-Jo ‘n’ Ginger. 
	 Ormes’s	career	as	a	cartoonist	began	in	1937	with	the	character	Torchy Brown in	Dixie 




















































































































a	 liberal	 lawyer	who	helped	defend	blacklisted	writers.	 It	 is	 clear	 from	 the	 start	 that	


















associations	or	membership,	discredit	 individuals,	 facilitating	 the	politics	of	 fear	 that	
came	to	be	known	as	McCarthyism.	Anomalies	regarding	list	content	led	to	confusion,	

































































































































































participation	of	U.S.	Latina	 soldiers	 in	 the	war	on	 terror	 to	her	 larger	 rumination	on	
nationalism,	violence,	homegirls,	and	the	home	front.	In	the	end,	Catherine	Ramírez’s	














































































































movements	 and	 its	 simultaneous	diminution	 and	privatization	 in	 a	world	of	 suburbs,	








































































































































































































































































Metropolitan Revolution: The Rise of Post-Urban America	(2006)	is	a	historian’s	take	on	
the	same	processes	that	interest	Short.	My	own	Urban America in the Modern Age: 1920 




















































































































































































































for	 continued	 inequality,	 stalled	 integration,	 and	 ethnic	 persistence	 (131,	 274).	Since	
years	of	schooling	are	positively	associated	with	occupational	status,	earnings,	income,	
and	wealth,	limited	education	thus	determines	the	economic	exclusion	of	many	Mexican	




































































































































































Vietnam	War	studies	where	it	might	be	read	alongside,	for	example, Patriots: The War 
241
Remembered from All Sides (Penguin,	2003).	In	the	contested	terrain	of	the	Vietnam	War	














































	 Winifred	Breines	relates	a	difficult	and	contested	history	in	The Trouble between 


































































Rodríguez	whose	“way of conceiving, structuring and approaching the son was highly 







































the	upheavals	of	 the	sixties	and	also	found	 the	beauties	of	 folk	music	 to	be	 the	most	
























































































But	we	hear	 little	about	how	 they	 are	 transformed	by	 the	urban	world	 that	pre-dated	






















































Always?	That	makes	 it	 all	 sound	 too	easy.	One	of	 the	great	achievements	of	George	






















































for	a	 logical	organization.	But	 it	has	 the	(presumably	undesired)	effect	of	seeming	to	












































	 The	most	meaningful	contribution	of	the	text	 is	 the	level	of	consideration	of	the	





contemporary	 struggle	 for	 racial	 equity	 that	 extends	 into	 our	 present	moment.	Their	
comprehensive	 investigation—which	 incorporates	 approaches	 from	Cultural	 Studies,	




















coaches	 and	 team	moms	 are	 recruited,	 the	 differing	 experiences	 of	male	 and	 female	



































































































































the	meanings	and	impact	of	his	body	of	work.	Paula	Massood’s	The Spike Lee Reader	
accomplishes	this	task.
 The Spike Lee Reader	 includes	 new	 and	 several	well-known	pieces	 previously	
published	about	Lee’s	work.	The	previously	published	pieces	work	seamlessly	with	the	
newer	additions.	These	pieces	provide	a	foundation	to	remind	readers	of	the	discourse	
established	 in	response	 to	 the	first	decade	of	his	career	concerning	representations	of	
gender,	 sexuality,	and	class.	The	remainder	of	 the	edited	collection	 includes	analyses	
of	Lee’s	more	recent	films	 that	are	 lesser	examined	 in	critical	scholarship.	Essays	on	
Lee’s	documentary	work	Four Little Girls	(1997)	and	lesser	acknowledged	films	such	as	













	 The	collection	begins	with	feminist	interpretations	of	films	She’s Gotta Have It,	School 
Daze (1988),	and	Do The Right Thing (1989),	by	cultural	critics	bell	hooks,	Michelle	
Wallace,	and	Wahneema	Lubiano,	respectively.	The	latter	writings	gave	birth	to	some	
of	the	most	quoted	and	critical	ideas	about	Lee’s	work.	hooks’	presents	the	persuasive	
argument	that	She’s Gotta Have It	does	not	constitute	a	feminist	narrative	because	the	
lead	protagonist	does	not	own	her	sexuality.	Wallace	exposes	Lee’s	pattern	to	use	Black	
female	humiliation	as	plot	resolution.	Lubiano	includes	a	keen	observation	concerning	







	 Comparatively,	Craig	S.	Watkins’	“Reel	Men,”	which	focuses	on	Lee’s	Get On the 
Bus,	illustrates	the	director’s	ability	to	attend	to	the	diversity	of	gender	representation	
when	Lee	is	representing	African	American	men.	Get On the Bus,	which	is	a	fictional	
depiction	of	 a	group	of	diverse	Black	men	who	decide	 to	 attend	 the	historic	Million	
Man	March,	was	a	box	office	failure,	but	its	mixture	of	documentary	style	filmmaking	
and	stylized	lighting,	color,	and	eclectic	music	made	it	an	aesthetic	success.	In	addition	












































bookend	 to	 the	anthology.	Gerstner	suggests	 that	motion	picture	company	executives	
made	Spike	Lee’s	connection	to	the	film	Inside Man	secondary	to	the	promotion	of	the	


















































































































































































What I liked about the book:	


































Ling	 listens	only	 to	one	side	of	conversations.	 (Ling	does	 review	
some	of	the	evidence	in	Chaps.	9-10:	e.g.,	heavy	cellphone	users	are	





















the	 caller.	The	book	 lacks	 a	 strong	 framework	 for	 analyzing	 this.	
And	are	younger	people	more	skilled	multitaskers	that	enable	them	
to	better	juggle	these	two	social	interactions?






both	made	individuals	feel	isolated	and	increased	F2F	socializing.	(Social Impact of the 
Telephone,	246-61).
	 This	is	an	interesting	book	on	an	important	topic,	but	one	that	could	have	been	still	
stronger.
Harvard	University	 Thomas	Sander
